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= Marti i is a, Washington reporter who cover rs the 
intelli ence agencies. 
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| HERE: SHOULD! have heen a more. “peop @ there: 
3 when they. buried Bil Haivey } last June, in oh 


era. 


mittee’s vesttualiin of the CIA’s futile efforts t0. assas- 
sinate Fidel Castro. Harvey had not only been’ difectly, 
involved; he perhaps held the answer to whether. Frest; 
dent Kennedy had ordered Castro’s death. 

- Maj. Gen. Edward Lansdale, yao own, covert eXx- 


and the President. Some time in Inte 1961 or carly? 1962,| 
Zansdale’ recalled, the President had remarked to him 
‘that he was the’ American Jarnes Bond.. Lansdald, Fwtth!| 
all due modesty, demurred, suggesting that. thé ‘real a 
“was to be fourid at the CLA jn the pérson of Bit Harvey: 
Fan of, Jan Fleming that, he was, te President, asked tg 
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; olicy,-and covert operators like Harve nsdaleif) ~~ 
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firearm. Harvey turned ¢ 


‘to enter the Oval Office ic" 
“something, he whipped. Cc 
holster snapped toh wt 
Jjranded it to" ‘what ° must 
agents, es 
¥ a : Harvey dented: idler 
Mtirearins that: day. to the 


“nect ‘Harvey: And, before 
stator Was sitting with L: 
““AS they: waited to be. 
Harvey and said, “You 
‘you?” OF course he was, 
Ja revolver from his pant: 
i how the Secret Service + 
“to keep the damn thing 
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‘ynay not be Liasdale's ta C, (70. 0F Ec; Tz pee ie 
“ingredient Ut the ‘Storie ~ 
i ousehold.\ word in | cloak ClAL OU. Helms, Richag |! = 
YO decades: before it fin - 
‘President: ‘Rennedy: mu . uw ie Le es : 
at the’sight of his ‘Ame ose wee has Taal a 
yod, bullet: -headed, pe 
stra at: that S. Part WA ew wren as gna gwag5ory sat VEY 5 
. sdeep, booming | voice: and absolute self-assurance | imust 
have restored the President's faith in 007 somewhat, but = 
Tan’ Fleming would never read the same again. They had iy 
‘a brief -but pieasant chat, Harvey testified, with, abso,: 
“lutely no mention of assassination, : : 


‘Ok ONE year after his néeting \ th thet re: iden 
Mi, ~ Harvey operated. for: the only time in his? career: a 
‘the highest levels af. government:. AS head’ of the ager 
Voy’s Task Force W, he direéted’ intelligence’ gathering. 
- missions; propaganda activities, parainilitary operations: 
- and sabotage raids against Cuba as part of a carefuily or- 
_, ¢hestrated administration effort to overthrow Castro. > 
{2-4It was known as Operation’ Mongoose, a plan drafted’! 
by Lansdale and approved by the President in writing. +! 7 
2Harvey took his orders from the Special: Group (Aug-. { 
™ mented) which was chaired by Gen. Maxwell Taylor and’ rt 
.““angmented” by Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy.: J 
ivi, Tt would prove Harvey's undoing, for he was Strictly - | 
. an ‘operator, ill-suited to the corridors of power. As John? | 
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MeCone, who headed the CIA at the time, would later.! 
’, Say, “When you take a plant supervisor and make him}! 
é president of the company, it doesn’t always work out. ra 


or But. the Kennedy administration could not ‘abide the! 

bearded spectre of communism $0 miles off its shores.: 
‘We were hysterical about Castro,’Robert McNamara! 
would. tell the intelligence committee, Sabotage became: 


® brother. ‘As one Senate investigator put it, Harvey's ele-” 
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* vation® was “archetypal of the overemphasis on covert: 


